
 
Six-Box Model – Fiction, by Walter Dean Myers from his book, Just Write. 
(This model can be used effectively for tel l ing nonfiction stories) 
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    Two important elements are 
needed here,  a strong, well  rounded 
character with an interesting 
problem. This is  where the book's 
direction is  established so the 
problem has to be clear enough and 
important enough to sustain the 
entire length of the work.  The more 
at  stake for the protagonist  the 
greater the chance for success.  
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    The second section of the 
book deals with the obvious 
solutions to your character 's  
problems. We have to get  these 
out of the way because the reader 
will  wonder why they weren' t  
t r ied.  
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    The third section reflects the 
character 's  sincere attempts to 
solve his problems and brings 
more insights into his inner l ife.  
Here we need also to address the 
inner conflict  of  the character 
that  will  most l ikely resist  
change.  
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     We arrive at  a moment of crisis  
in which the character is  faced with 
imminent danger of fai l ing.  The 
crisis  usually takes the form of an 
external  element which will  force 
our character to ei ther r ise to the 
occasion or abandon all  at tempts for 
a solution.  In short ,  here is  where 
our carefully depicted character 
experiences growth.  
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Here the character uses al l  of  his or 
her resources,  plus the new insights 
from the growth in section four in an 
attempt to solve the problem. And, 
while the character might appear 
almost heroic in their  efforts ,  i t  
doesn’t  come as a surprise because i t  
has al l  been foreshadowed by the 
author’s understanding of the 
personali ty and culture of the 
protagonist .  

 
6 
 

    The problem is resolved,  not 
necessari ly solved and we have a 
chance to t ie up the loose ends.  
Hopefully we don' t  have to 
explain too many things as we 
end the book with our 
remarkably witty and memorable 
closing paragraphs.  
 

 
 
 
 

 


